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to other matters than judicature.   As early as the year 1070
William the Conqueror had used it to obtain from the native
population an enunciation of the laws under which they claimed
to live.    In the preparation of the Domesday survey it had
been applied, moreover, to fiscal business.    The inquest then
was made by the oath of the sheriff, the barons and freeholders
of the shire and the hundred, the priest, the reeve, and six
villeins of each township ;   and it was used to ascertain the
extent and liability of every estate in the kingdom.   It was not,
however, applied generally to the purpose of taxation until the
reign of Richard I.   The steps by which so important a stage
towards self-taxation and representation was gained are of
curious  importance.    An  aid having been  decreed by the
national council, the collection of it becomes the work of the
sheriffs and of the officers of the Exchequer.   The classes from
which it is to be demanded are, roughly speaking, the knights,
the towns, and the socage tenants;   the barons, greater and
lesser, the boroughs, and the lower freeholders.   The military
tenants are allowed to certify by their own cartel the number
of knights' fees for which they are liable.   The towns, through
their burgage holders, make their agreement with the barons
itinerant; but the lower freeholders are assessed by the sheriff
and his officers, and have no check upon their exactions unless
their hardships can be made known to the king.   When taxa-
tion descends to personal property, the sheriff has no basis of
calculation ;   it is in this, then, that the necessity of some
machinery of assessment first introduces the jury system.
Under the assize of arms in 1181, Henry  II  directs   the
liability of each man, either in rent or in chattels, to be esti-
mated by a sworn body of knights or lawful men of the venue ;
and the same plan is used for the levying of the Saladin tithe,
also on personal as well as real property, in 1188.    When
Richard I, in 1198, exacted a carucage or aid of five shillings
on the plough-land, he applied the principle of jury assessment
in the most elaborate way to the whole land of the country.